
 

Town of Perinton 
Safety and Security 
1350 Turk Hill Road, Fairport, NY 14450 

 

FIRE SAFETY MYTHS 
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October 2024 

Fire safety is essential in 
protecting lives and property. 
However, misinformation can 
lead to dangerous behaviors. 
Today, we’ll debunk some 
common fire safety myths to 
enhance our awareness and 
improve our safety practices. 

Myth 1: You Can Put Out a 
Fire with Water 

• Reality: While water is 
effective on some fires (like those involving wood or paper), it can make others worse, 
especially electrical fires or fires involving flammable liquids. Always know the type of 
fire before attempting to extinguish it. 

Myth 2: Fire Alarms Are Only Necessary in Large Buildings 

• Reality: Every building, regardless of size, should have working smoke alarms. Fires can 
start anywhere, and early detection is critical in saving lives. 

Myth 3: You Can Smother a Fire with a Blanket 

• Reality: This may work for small fires, but it can be dangerous. If the fire is large or out 
of control, it’s safer to evacuate and call emergency services. Always prioritize your 
safety. 

Myth 4: Fire Extinguishers Last Forever 

• Reality: Fire extinguishers have a shelf life and need regular inspections. Make sure to 
check the expiration date and ensure they are properly maintained. 

Myth 5: Smoke Rising Means the Fire Is Small 

• Reality: Smoke can rise quickly, indicating a larger fire. If you see smoke, evacuate 
immediately—do not investigate further. 

Myth 6: It’s Safe to Re-enter a Building After a Fire 

• Reality: Only trained professionals should assess whether it’s safe to re-enter a building 
after a fire. Structural damage and hidden fires can pose serious risks. 

Myth 7: All Fires Smell the Same 
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• Reality: Different materials produce different odors when burned. A change in smell can 
indicate a new or worsening fire, and should be taken seriously. 

Discussion Points 

• Have you encountered any fire safety myths in your experience? 

• How can we improve our communication about fire safety in our workplace? 

• What practices can we adopt to ensure everyone understands the reality of fire safety? 

Conclusion 

Understanding the truths about fire safety is crucial for preventing fires and ensuring quick, 
effective responses in emergencies. Let’s commit to spreading accurate information and 
keeping our workplace safe. 

 

 


