Mailbox Detail
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Mailbox Supports

Supports for mailboxes should be of adequate strength and size to support the box properly.
However, customers should avoid the use of massive mailbox supports that, when struck, could
damage vehicles and cause serious injury to vehicle occupants. Heavy metal posts, concrete
posts, and miscellaneous items of farm equipment such as milk-cans filled with concrete are
examples of potentially dangerous supports. The ideal support is an assembly that bends or falls
away from a striking vehicle. Domestic Mail Manual (DMM) Sections 156.531, 156.54, 157.32C,
and 157.4 include postal regulations regarding the construction and placement of mailboxes
and supports on rural and highway contract routes.

The Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) has determined that mailbox supports no larger
than 4 inches by 4 inches. A 4 %-inch diameter wood post, or a 2-inch diameter wood post, or a
2-inch diameter standard steel or aluminum pipe buried no more than 24 inches, should safely
breakaway if struck by a vehicle. The mailbox must also be securely attached to its post to
prevent separation if struck.
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